SAMPLE PARENT COMMUNICATION:

STUDENT DEATH

Unexpected student death – elementary

Dear Parents,

Yesterday, we learned that one of our first graders, __________, died while in the hospital. ___________ had his tonsils removed over the past weekend. Complications set in after his parents took him home and he was taken back to the hospital where he died yesterday afternoon. 

Today, at school, each teacher read a short message about ___________ to his/her class. We discussed what happened and how ___________ died. We also stressed that many people have their tonsils out every day and have no problems with it. Our guidance counselor and our school psychologist were available throughout the day to talk with any student that may have had a particularly difficult time dealing with the news. Any death is difficult for children to understand. ___________’s death is particularly difficult due to his young age and its unexpectedness. The fact that ___________ died while at the hospital and the fact that it was related to having his tonsils out may also be frightening for children, especially those who may need to have their own tonsils out in the future.

We recommend that you take some to discuss ___________’s death with your child. We suggest allowing your child to talk about how he/she feels and any fears or concerns  he/she may have as a result of hearing this news. We are enclosing a list of suggestions to help you talk with your child about ___________’s death and/or the death of any loved one.

If you feel that your child would benefit from talking with our guidance counselor or our school psychologist, please call us at the school and share your concerns. The faculty, staff and students extend our heartfelt sympathies to the ___________ family and to all their friends. We at the school will miss___________ very much. He was our friend and we loved him.

Sincerely,

<School Principal>
