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KNOWLEDGE
Recall data or information from
previously learned material.

BLOOM’S COGNITIVE DOMAIN

- EXAMPLE/KEY WORDS

EXAMPLES: Recite a policy; list the elements of a crime;
define a concept; describe a problem.

KEY WORDS: Defines, describes, identifies, knows, labels,
lists, matches, names, outlines, recalls, recognizes,
reproduces, selects, states.

COMPREHENSION
Understand the meaning, translation,
and interpretation of instructions
and problems. State the
main parts of a problem in
one’s own words.

EXAMPLES: Rewrite the principles of contact/detention/

arrest; explain in one’s own words the concept of search
and seizure; translate how a suspect’s actions fit the ele-

ments of a crime.

KEY WORDS: Comprehends, converts, defends,
distinguishes, estimates, explains, extends, generalizes,
gives, infers, interprets, paraphrases, predicts, rewrites,
summarizes, translates.

APPLICATION
Use a concept in a new situation or
unprompted use of an abstraction.
Apply what was learned in
the classroom in different ways.

EXAMPLES: Use a Vehicle Code “job aid” to determine a
traffic violation; apply the laws of arrest to a given scenario;
modify a car stop to adapt to changing circumstances.

KEY WORDS: Applies, changes, computes, constructs,
demonstrates,manipulates, modifies, operates, predicts,
prepares, produces, relates, shows, solves, uses.

ANALYSIS
Separate material or concepts into
component parts so that its
organizational structure may be
understood. Distinguishes between
facts and inferences. Finds evidence
to support generalizations.

EXAMPLES: Troubleshoot an equipment malfunction by
using logical deduction; logically recognize misleading
information; gather information by asking essential
questions or using reason to interpret facts.

KEY WORDS: Analyzes, breaks down, compares,
contrasts, diagrams, deconstructs, differentiates,
discriminates, distinguishes, identifies, illustrates, infers,
outlines, relates, selects, separates.

SYNTHESIS
Builds a structure or pattern from
diverse elements. Put parts together
to form a whole, with emphasis on
creating a new meaning or pattern;
Propose alternative solutions.

. design a community policing strategy for a specific

| writes.

EXAMPLES: Write a general order or policy procedure;

outcome; integrate resources from several sources to
solve a problem; revise a process to improve the
outcome.

KEY WORDS: Categorizes, combines, compiles,
composes, creates, devises, designs, explains, generates,
modifies, organizes, plans, rearranges, reconstructs,
relates, re-organizes, revises, rewrites, summarizes, tells,

EVALUATION
Make judgments about the value of
ideas or materials. Defend opinions;
Assess the validity of ideas based
on criteria.

EXAMPLES: Select the most effective solution; explain
and justify a use of force action; interpret case law;
summarize a crime scene.

KEY WORDS: Appraises, compares, concludes,
contrasts, criticizes, critiques, defends, describes,
discriminates, evaluates, explains, interprets, justifies,

relates, summarizes, supports.
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